Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 72October 1979 be the earliest description of hepatitis B, was in fact due to a non-A, non-B hepatitis virus. Those who have interest in the sexual transmission of hepatitis B virus will accept that the absence of secondary spread to the sexual partners of the patients is a valid point in Dr Koff's argument. This is, indeed, an interesting book and should be read by all interested in viral hepatitis.
JCCOLEMAN

Senior Lecturer in Medical Microbiology
Charing Cross Hospital Medical School While sympathizing with the dilemma that every author faces in deciding upon what should be added, it is surprising to find no reference to many recent advances in medical microbiology, and the reader will search in vain for accounts of campylobacter infections, viral diarrhoea in the newborn (rota viruses, etc.) or Legionnaire's disease. The revision is certainly less extensive than one would wish.
As the author comments, the wide remit of the text precludes lengthy discussion, but dogmatic statements, not consonant with medical practice, such as that on page 487 which places an absolute embargo on the use of vaccines containing attenuated agents during pregnancy should, surely, not pass unchallenged?
Notwithstanding these shortcomings, the text is clear and readable, and the book provides a good introduction to the principles of medical microbiology. Many of the references have been updated. Pang's pioneer work make excellent reading, even though the hope that 'no patient in the cancerprone group will come to operation when carcinoma is already present' may take some time to fulfil.
ROSALINDE HURLEY
Section Editor, Section of Pathology
As the book appeared fairly early in 1979 the most recent references are late in 1977. The description of the condition about which most was learnt in 1978, pseudomembranous colitis, was therefore in danger of looking a little historical. By a happy chance, Whitehead's own work in this area has given him a foresight into the pathogenesis which ensures a remarkably contemporary flavour.
As in the first edition, this book is chiefly concerned with non-neoplastic lesions of the stomach and the small and large bowel. Nevertheless, although the oesophagus is omitted, there are good sections on early gastric carcinoma, gastric epithelial dysplasia, polyps, and lymphoma, both in the stomach and in the small gut. This is a thoroughly readable and informative book. Bile acid research has grown into a large and complex field. The 1978 Freiburg Conference was even larger than its four predecessors but had to be limited to certain areas which are particularly acti ve, notably gallstone dissolution. The 42 papers printed in this volume provide a useful entree to these areas. The flavour of the Conference is missing since some papers evoked lively discussion but comments from the floor are not printed. Librarians and research workers in the field of bile and gallstones should buy this topical and wellproduced volume. In the seven years since the introduction of the Clinics in Endocrinology and Metabolism series, the books have established themselves as an outstanding series of up-to-date information written by world authorities and carefully edited. The March 1979 volume on 'Hypothyroidism and Goitre', edited by Dr 0 Evered and Professor R Hall, splendidly continues this tradition. The book contains contributions by authors drawn from Europe, North America and Australasia. Among the topics discussed are clinical and epidemiological aspects of hypothyroidism, hypothyroidism in infancy and childhood, and thyroid nodules and tumours. It will, therefore, be of interest to a wide range of readers and is warmly recommended.
JAMES S STEWART
Consultant Physician West Middlesex Hospital
MARTIN HARTOG
Honorary Consultant Physician
Bristol Royal Infirmary
